9o      EXTERNAL INFLUENCES IN ELECTIONS
absence of secular abuse, it would be hazardous to assume
that the curiales of whose election nothing is known were
promoted by the court.  There are a few indications that
such was not always the case.
In the first place the possibility of baronial influence
must  be  considered.  This is almost unnoticed by the
chroniclers, but although laymen had no legal rights in an
election,   corruption  and  intimidation  of the cathedral
clergy were as easy to them as to the king; and, especially
in the dioceses where the cathedral was served by canons,
the local magnate would often have relatives as canons or
dignitaries in the cathedral.   In a register of Wells cathedral
there is an interesting entry about magnate influence in the
thirteenth century, suggesting that it was very extensive. In
a letter of the chapter to their dean, Sarracenus, at Rome
prosecuting their appeal against the election of M. Roger
Sarum, the canons, among propositions for future elec-
tions, suggest c that the matter should be wholly referred
to arbitrators not in England, for example, the Dean and
chancellor of Paris, and others at the appointment of the
pope, because of the power of the magnates who will intrude
themselves into any election.  All the churches of England,
both in spiritual things and in temporalities, have suffered
very much and are in great danger, both in the head and
in the members, from these great men/ *  The church of
Wells had possibly particular reason for complaint; the
related families  of the Giffards and the Byttons were
strongly represented in the cathedral offices, and three of
their members, William Bytton I, and his nephew, William
Bytton II, and M. Walter Giffard were promoted to the
episcopal see within the reign of Henry III.*  In the neigh-
bouring diocese of Hereford, Hugh Foliot, formerly arch-
deacon in the diocese, had become bishop.3   In Exeter, the
bishop, William Brewer, who rose to the bishopric from
the dignity of treasurer in the cathedral, was the nephew
1 Appendix to Report on MSS. of Wells Cathedral (Hist. MSS. Commission, xoth
Report, 1885), Part III, p. 58.
* C. M. Church, Chapters in the Early History of Wells Cathedral, pp. 261,
279, 281 ; CaL Papal Letters, L 261. The Byttons were descendants of the
Norman, Adam of Amneville, who held the manor of Bytton in the Avon Valley
in 1158.                                      3 See Hugh Foliot, Appendix C, Pt. II.